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New York City, August 9, 2017  — The Center for Curatorial Leadership (CCL) is 
pleased to announce the launch of a new publication series with the inaugural 
booklet Know Before You Go: Some Questions a Potential Art Museum Director 
Should Ask. Written by Kimerly Rorschach, CCL trustee and Illsley Ball 
Nordstrom Director and CEO of the Seattle Art Museum, Know Before You Go 
outlines financial, managerial, and museological matters that individuals should 
reflect upon when considering a museum leadership position. Spanning multiple 
areas including collections, endowment, capital campaigns, staff and board, and 
strategic planning, Rorschach coalesces over twenty years of experience as a 
museum director into an invaluable resource for the field at large. The digital 
publication is available free of charge through CCL’s website.

Published in celebration of CCL’s tenth year of activity, Know Before You Go is 
the first in a series of publicly accessible resources expanding the organization’s 
audience and impact—an endeavor that CCL looks forward to continuing in years 
to come. This initiative aims to share crucial knowledge with those interested in 
advancing the 21st-century museum, and will open dialogue around themes of 
specific and timely relevance.

“Over the past ten years, the Center for Curatorial Leadership has evolved into 
a hub for curatorial training and excellence,” says Elizabeth Easton, Director 
and Co-founder of CCL. “I am delighted to publish Kimerly Rorschach’s booklet, 
which builds on CCL’s expertise and offers indispensable advice to leaders in 
museums and related cultural fields.”

Agnes Gund, Co-founder and Chair of CCL, notes: “I am thrilled that after 
ten years of the Center for Curatorial Leadership, we have begun to generate 
resources that will help not only our alumni, but other curators, trustees, and 
leaders of non-profit organizations as well.”

“Know Before You Go originated as a modest list of questions,” adds Rorschach. 
“I hope it can play a beneficial role in preparing professionals to lead museums 
with forethought and clarity of vision.”
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